[Removal of infected pacemaker leads in the elderly under extracorporeal circulation: two case reports and review of Japanese literature].
Two elder cases in whom infected pacemaker leads were removed under extracorporeal circulation (ECC) are reported. The leads could not be with drawn without direct sharp dissection under ECC because they had become firmly encased with fibrous tissue within the right ventricle. Postoperative courses were uneventful and neither of these patients has experienced recurrent infection to date. Removal with ECC seems to be a safe and effective procedure even in the elderly, provided that cardiac function is good.